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OLIN HOWARD BURRITT 


While his vacation last August, Dr. 
Olin Burritt became suddenly very ill, 
necessitating his return Philadelphia im- 
mediately. was considered best that 
enter one the Philadelphia hospitals where 
still patient. has improved amaz- 
ingly, but order attain complete re- 
covery, his physicians have advised absolute 
freedom from his duties. This made nec- 
essary for the Board Managers find 
successor for Dr. Burritt Principal 
the Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruc- 
tion the Blind. They have chosen his 
former assistant, Albert Cowgill, for the 
position. (January 19, 1937.) 


briefly review Dr. Burritt’s life 
and career head and heart service 

his chosen people. was born 1867 
village western New York, where 
his father was minister. Being the first 
six children, the duties and responsibilities 
oldest son fell him, especially after 
the family had settled farm. brother 
writes: “Olin was very real sense the 
guiding star that helped pull over many 
adding that Olin had had 


help himself through college, doing neigh- 
borhood chores addition tutoring and 
earning scholarships. Not for him were there 
vacations. student excelled mathe- 
matics and the languages, even studying 
Hebrew while expecting enter the 
ministry. But enjoying teaching, came 
do, followed it, rising head 
academy. had meanwhile married and 
had son who, the age five, rose from 
bed sickness blind. Naturally enough, 
therefore, when 1901 the New York State 
School for the Blind Batavia needed 
new superintendent, this father further 
qualified himself for such position, passed 
the required examination, was appointed, be- 
gan making his mark, and presently found 
himself member and the secretary the 
just-appointed New York State Commission 
for the Blind. His added duties were 
gather from far and near all sorts sta- 
tistics blindness and the blind, visit 
every not-too-remote agency behalf 
these people, and finally prepare the Com- 
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mission’s report the Governor. This, when 
printed, made thick book data, selected 
pictures, and recommendations. hap- 
pened that our young superintendent early 
became more conversant with his whole field 
work than most others ever become. Such 
broadness knowledge foretold the edu- 
cator him. 

and having exchanged visits, found 
that agreed many respects that 
wanted him succeed Overbrook, 
which did 1907. and Mrs. Burritt 
had been very happy Batavia; but the 
prospect which endowed school offered 
for experiment and growth, not mention 
the complete new plant, won them over. 

Right away began the series annual 
reports which Dr. French, From Homer 
Helen Keller, commends. These show not 
alone enthusiasm but also sympathetic in- 
sight, vision, and completeness seldom put 
into such publications. Dr. Burritt, always 
student, made them the vehicle the 
results his research. His carefully chosen 
illustrations showed how bright and cheerful 
institution for the blind can be. The local 
visited, and left proud their 
school and convinced the educability -of 
blind youth. But wrote also attract and 
influence his colleagues. They, too, came and 
could not but carry home new ideas and new 
enthusiasms. 

Presently, therefore, and because was 
active all conventions, Dr. Burritt found 
himself leader our progressive camp, 
which position has continued hold. The 
following list few his representative 
studies indicates their range: “Overbrook’s 
Inquiry into the Condition the Blind 
Three States” (1909); “Recreation 
School for the Blind” “Co-educa- 
tion the Blind and the Seeing” (1911) 
“What the National Government Doing 
for the Blind and What More Ought 
Do” (1914) “Continuation Scholarships for 
Selected Pupils” (1919) “Training Courses 


for Prospective Home Teachers” (1925); 
“The Blind Feeble-Minded” (1930) 
unteer Reading” (1930) “Vocations Open 
Blind People” (1934); Program 
Vocational Guidance for Blind Youth” 
(1936). 

“Believing that the assumption 
sponsibility indispensable for character 
development, Dr. Burritt has encouraged 
every school enterprise that makes 
sible for students assume responsibility, 
This major reason for the poultry 
partment that was opened 1921.” Now 
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Overbrook, everybody knows, resi- 
dential school. While he, Principal, pre- 
ferred such place for the proper starting schol: 
his handicapped children, was not blind place 
the shortcomings institution, and tions 
soon came send out daily nearby public 
high those his advanced students one 
who could expected hold their own forge 
there; and finally induce any who might pupil 
able attend their home high school, them 
leave Overbrook and so. This experience, then 
contended, gave them not only ing; 
ence but also the chance know, and cond 
known and properly appraised by, theit dren 
home communities—a beginning 
the most practical sort. statu 
brailling the special text-books needed sales 
arranging have these read aloud. The ficer 
paper, “Volunteer Reading,” listed above, agen 
describes what some consider his most unique Com 
achievement. Having started group vani: 
war-service-minded women the part: 
transcription stories into braille and Inst: 
covered almost inexhaustible zeal for any ment 
such service—this fervor cleverly 
first Overbrook evenings his individual teac 
extra-mural students, then those college, scho 
university, professional school, ours 
recitations lectures. this way, and driv 
out cost the institution, made practical 
his scheme for giving every fit boy vani 


year i 

blind 

selves 
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the chance study outside and measure 
himself early alongside the seeing. Multi- 
plied and systematized into department 
this reading came be, worked with 
business-like regularity, the last account re- 
porting the total weekly hours furnished 
190. doubt any similar school ever 
approached Overbrook seizing upon such 
outside urge co-operate and impressing, 
year after year, upon hundreds the general 
public collaborating person, the fact that 
blind students are the same clay them- 
selves except that they cannot see. 

Dr. Burritt also furthered the higher edu- 
cation his selected people through state 
scholarships and, after their graduation, 
placed one after another gainful occupa- 
tions and salaried positions. What satis- 
faction must have been have his son 
one these! But did not neglect, nor 
forget give all possible aid to, those his 
pupils who were backward—holding for 
them “make-up” summer school his 
then otherwise vacated kindergarten build- 
ing; and, during the whole academic year, 
conducting for the unpromising blind chil- 
dren Philadelphia day-class the city. 

mere catalog his efforts raise the 
status blind people would long one. 
Here are city office and 
salesroom under his indefatigable field of- 
who, employment and placement 
agent, long made unnecessary special public 
Commission; helping transfer Pennsyl- 
vania’s schools for the blind from the De- 
partment Public Charity that Public 
Instruction; installing original depart- 
ment pupil mental measurement and re- 
carrying our first and only sys- 
tematic course the training home 
teachers connection with recognized 
school social work, and aiming lift 
ours the level other field work being the 


driving force the Governor’s Committee 


report the reorganization Pennsyl- 
vania’s work for the blind; making his 


school staff eligible the State Employees’ 
Retirement Fund; housing his college boys 
term-times with devoted couple the 
grounds where all could free from the 
restrictions the school and could enjoy 
the cultural advantages family life; and 
housing there, during summer vacations, 
small groups ambitious boys (the needy 
homeless ones preferred), that they might 
carry the school poultry plant busi- 
ness for themselves, conbining this with the 
re-caning neighborhood chairs. The boys 
were eager for the experience applica- 
tion their commercial course. 

Not only did Dr. Burritt belong each 
and every agency for the blind Philadel- 
phia, but was co-operative with other 
social agencies both city and state 
matters within his field. Likewise was 
chosen represent our special schools 
the whole country the board the 
American Foundation for the Blind, which 
has its offices New York City; also ap- 
pointed the Surgeon-General the 
United States committee draw the 
new building plans for the rehabilitation and 
training our war-blinded Baltimore 
where, for some months, was part- 
time service Director Education. 

1926 the University Pennsylvania 
made him Doctor Science. 1931 
Canada called him undertake survey 
behalf its Royal Commission inquire 
into all matters pertaining the welfare 
blind persons within the Provinces 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 

While Dr. Burritt’s professional service 
our cause whole conspicuous 
enough, modest helper individuals 
psychological moments that those who 
lived his two institutions will remember 
him most. Many pupil trouble sought 
him, knowing that would listened 
and given impartial and wise advice. Twenty- 
one his girls went college. Batavia 
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graduate, now fellow superintendent says, 
“Every step onward progress owe 
him.” So, too, befriended deserving 
members his always alert 
reward such and yet not rob our general 
cause, but rather aid and strengthen 
recommending them greater opportunities 
within elsewhere. For example, when the 
day-school movement for blind children was 
beginning New York and adjacent cities, 
released several his best teachers 
promote that novel and somewhat unwelcome 
venture. how many ways showed the 
spirit neighborly service! Yes, and what 
fillips his after-chapel talks sister institu- 


tions were! “He always had message 
cheer and encouragement that made every 
one feel better.” 

Our friend’s school work may over, 
but his vivifying influence remains. Beliey- 
ing blind people did, and splendidly 
championed them and their cause, 
can but congratulate him upon having been 
able turn the benefit others the 
sorrow that early befell his own family, 
Naturally the thoughts those who 
knew him well have been with him often 
late; and affectionately wish him 
evening brightened through contemplation 
the things achieved. 


WPA PROJECT PERKINS INSTITUTION 


Epwarp 


SEPTEMBER, 1935, the local head- 
quarters the WPA invited Dr. Gabriel 

Farrell, Director the Perkins Institution 
and Massachusetts School for the Blind, 
co-operate project for making maps for 
blind students. Dr. Farrell accepted the in- 
vitation and instructed the writer plan 
and supervise project for making geo- 
graphical and historical maps for distribution 
among schools for the blind the United 
States, and number street maps 
Boston and suburban districts for the use 
blind persons the neighborhood. The 
project was also include the designing 
and manufacture machine for emboss- 
ing maps and diagrams. Perkins not 
public institution, the Massachusetts 
Division the Blind agreed act spon- 
sors, and are much indebted the help- 
ful co-operation Mr. William Mc- 
Carthy this respect. 

Work commenced March, 1936, the 
school buildings Watertown and the 
machine shops the Howe Memorial Press 
South Boston where was supervised 


WATERHOUSE 


Mr. Frank Bryan, whose long experience 
with embossed maps has been invaluable 
all stages the project. The finished prod- 
ucts are now being distributed through the 
mails. The maps are 22” 28” size, and 
they have been planned for classroom use, 
they are not bound together, but are placed 
loose seven folders containing fifty maps 
each. single copy map insufficient 
for whole class students, but the map 
plates are now the possession the Howe 
Memorial Press, and any number addi- 
tional copies may obtained for the cost 
the paper and printing. The ‘heavy cost 
embossing the plates has been borne 
the Federal Government. Each folder con- 
tains braille and mimeographed list 
contents, and complete catalog being 
prepared which will available shortly. 
provide these single copies free charge 
each school for the blind America has 
involved expenditure thirty thousand 
dollars WPA funds, which Perkins 
had added about four thousand dollars. 
The folders contain 237 geographical 
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maps, 108 historical maps, and maps show- 
ing the chief air routes the world. They 
are brailled grade one and half. The 
geographical maps cover all parts the 
globe, and are for the most part groups 
three—outline, physical, political. 
They will probably value from the 
fourth grade upwards, though even lower 
grade Perkins has used some them 
good advantage. The decision make 
many the maps series three was the 
result several months experimenting. 

Planning this project was means 
simple. There were already existence 
many excellent maps, and naturally 
wished avoid unnecessary duplication. 
The constructing bound atlas suit- 
able for reference was abandoned because 
the chief need seemed set maps 
for desk use, larger and wider scope than 
those already obtainable. Investigation 
showed that the chief criticism made 
many existing maps was that they were over- 
crowded and consequently confused the 
mind. 

had learned from number years 
experience with embossed mathematical 
diagrams that matter considerable 
difficulty for the average student build 
complete and accurate mental picture 
through the finger tips. The student usually 
fails see the wood for the trees, for, while 
normally deft fingers can pick out masses 
complicated detail piece-meal, have 
found few pupils who can visualize com- 
plicated pattern, and the primary purpose 
map provide pattern shapes and 
relative positions. 

Mr. Charles Holmes, who served 
many years Director the Canadian 
National Institute for the Blind, and 
Chairman the Uniform Type Committee 
has assisted with the maps editor-in- 
chief. has described the problem 
visualizing patterns through the fingers 
clearly. says: “The eye cannot help see- 
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ing much that not looking for, but the 
finger finds only what actually touches.” 
This seems particularly true 
with maps. Whatever items information 
the eye may seek, receives willy-nilly the 
complete setting, without which the par- 
ticular item usually meaningless. The eye 
moves from the whole the part, but the 
finger can only achieve the whole through 
synthesis the parts. Consequently 
have endeavored provide maps which 
will help pupils acquire geographical pic- 
tures, the sort patterns which spontane- 
ously come the mind sighted persons 
whenever they think Florida, Italy, 
any other familiar outline. With this 
mind have made series outline maps 
which contain very little but the shape 
each country. Whenever the boundary was 
not too tortuous have used large dots, 
which should enable even clumsy fingers 
convey accurate picture the brain. 
addition, hope these outline maps will 
provide useful basis for teachers who wish 
add material their own choosing. 

Compared with many maps circulation, 
the physical and political ones which com- 
plete the groups three look very bare. 
has been constant temptation add just 
this city that river, and has been difficult 
decide which items remove when our 
proof-readers have given verdict “over- 
crowded.” But have insisted making 
simplicity our goal. Occasionally have 
omitted material because there was not room 
include the keys. The maps are 
large size, and would not handy refer 
supplementary index sheet. 

Most the historical maps are based 
Shepherd’s Historical Atlas (Henry Holt 
Company, New York) and teachers may 
find this book value conjunction with 
them. They are planned for high-school and 
college students, and presuppose geo- 
graphical knowledge the territory covered. 
far know, they are the first his- 
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torical maps embossed for blind people, 
and judging the number requests for 
them received from college students, they are 
greatly needed. 

have endeavored make the maps 
up-to-date, and have sought the latest infor- 
mation concerning boundaries, capital cities, 
and forth, but few subsequent changes 
have already taken place. Variations 
spelling have caused countless difficulties. 
have used anglicized forms whenever 
possible, preferring Algiers, for example, 
Alger. have found little guide 
with such multi-spelled names Roumania, 
and when faced with variations non- 
European names, such the capital city 
Italian Somaliland, have usually chosen 
the simplest form could find. 

Employed the project were twelve 
blind men and women, former students 
Perkins Institution, who assisted Mr. 
Holmes proof-readers and editors. Four 
things were required them: discover 
braille errors, co-operate with sighted 
worker checking the accuracy each 
map, condemn anything which might 
misleading, and suggest improvements. Al- 
though every effort has been made detect 
mistakes, perhaps too much hope that 
none have escaped. countless details the 
maps have been improved through sugges- 
tions made these workers. addition, 
some the pupils Perkins Institution 
and number other braille readers have 
studied sample maps and offered valuable 
criticism. far possible, the maps are 
the product blind people. 

Most the symbols selected had been 
widely used previous maps. The conven- 
tional use arrangement arcs de- 
note mountains was abandoned because 
range running north and south felt quite 
different from one running east west. 
Masses low-domed dots have been sub- 
stituted which feel the same all move- 
ments the finger. After considerable 


discussion the editing group decided “spot 
over” lakes and portions the ocean which 
adjoin the land. have aimed make 
the water dots lower than those used for 
coast lines, and have used shallower dies, 
but the plates have been embossed 
hand, has been difficult accomplish this 
uniformly. The braille dots the maps are 
higher than those found the books our 
library shelves. Perhaps because maps are 
examined more carefully than books, 
perhaps because other symbols interfere with 
the sweep the fingers, higher dot was 
the editors’ unanimous choice. There are 
very few easily distinguishable symbols and 
use them convey the greatest possible 
amount information, especially the 
historical maps, has been interesting prob- 
lem. Only fraction the material appear- 
ing print maps could used, for most 
the devices print have coun- 
terpart embossing. Some these devices 
appear map lying before me, which 
printed least twelve different colors 
and shadings, and innumerable sizes and 
shapes type. Limits jurisdiction are 
defined variously. The words “Saracenic 
Possessions” distinctive type, printed 
across continent, ocean, and islands identi- 
fies one political group, while “Holy Roman 
Empire,” running vertically from the Baltic 
Naples, and cutting across boundaries and 
rivers and even running across the names 
cities and states, identifies second. There 
only one style and size braille. Because 
the finger more frequently contacts word 
the middle than the beginning, italics 
and double capitals are liable over- 
looked. Experiments showed that braille 
cannot tilted more than 15° down 
without causing confusion. is, course, 
desirable that different symbols should not 
cross each other, even come too close, and 
braille cannot superimposed 
embossings. 

While necessary omit much that 
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print map contains, sometimes necessary 
include material that print map leaves 
the imagination. example, provinces 
may named print, but their boundaries 
omitted, and while this does not seem 
objectionable the eye, the finger more 
analytical and requires every boundary 
included. 

The maps have been made almost entirely 
hand men who were doing un- 
familiar task. Most the sighted workers 
had learn read and write braille accu- 
rately. Each map was drawn the correct size 
with pantograph and then traced re- 


verse. The code and keys were written 


braille, and space allotted them the 
map. The reversed map was then pasted 
brass plate and the whole laid specially 
treated asphalt bed which offered the correct 
amount resistence. Practically all the em- 
bossing was done hand, symbol 
time, requiring great patience obtain uni- 
form depth and spacing. The braille was 
added with slates twenty-four inches long 
which fitted over the plate. Most these 
slates and the dies were made WPA 
machinists the machine shop South 
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Boston, and WPA printers worked the 
presses the Howe Memorial Press. 

view widespread accounts ineffi- 
ciency and loafing WPA projects, 
only fair state that the workers whole 
learned and performed difficult technical 
tasks with marked success, showing keen 
interest the work. The local WPA officials 
gave helpful co-operation. 

interesting note that this series 
maps completes hundred years map- 
making Institution. the foyer 
the school administration building 
Watertown stands large globe, believed 
the first made anywhere for 
blind pupils, which bears the date 1837. 
The embossing machine which was com- 
pleted the project ended should enable 
attain higher standard workmanship 
the future. can operate plates 
large thirty inches square and adapted 
braille well emboss. With this 
machine, and the supply plates just com- 
pleted, the Howe Memorial Press well 
equipped start second century map- 
making for blind students. 
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ARTICLE XIII, ASSISTANCE THE BLIND 


SALMON 


that Social Security moving 

into New York big way, may 

interest review some the main 
points involved, and see what means 
work for the blind, particularly far the 
State Commission for the Blind concerned. 
you will doubtless recall, New York 
has habit dividing itself two many 
legislative matters, and this has been true 
with respect blind relief. The five counties 
New York City have been operating for 
great many years under provision the 
charter the City New York which 
states that the Commissioner Public Wel- 
fare shall insert his annual budget the sum 
two hundred thousand dollars used 
for relief the needy adult blind. The 
provision, course, wholly inadequate 
and has been ineffective good relief meas- 
ure. the old days was looked on, frankly, 
dole. There was little investiga- 
tion. During the past few years, however, 
real attempt has been made the Depart- 
ment Public Welfare fairly good 
investigating job, far the limited funds 
would permit, basing the amounts the 
number dependents and other factors 
need, but course this could only done 
inadequate way because the fact 
that the Department has had from twelve 
hundred fourteen hundred eligible appli- 
cants among whom had divide the 
two hundred thousand dollars per annum. 
The grant has been made semi-annual 
basis which itself has been harmful prac- 
tice since many the blind persons had 
their checks mortgaged long before they were 
received. The investigators have had 


made persons who, for the balance the 
year, had other jobs from which they were 
taken twice year order make check-up 
the needy blind the community. The 
Department has been fully conscious the 
need for trained personnel handle the 
situation regarding the blind and has evi- 
denced willingness co-operate work- 
ing with the agencies for better relief set-up. 

The result the closer co-operation 
the past few years evidenced the addi- 
tional allotment nine dollars per 
month which has been allowed blind per- 
sons having special needs, such guide 
service, extra carfares, electricity for talking- 
book machines, radios, etc. This additional 
allowance has been worked out co-opera- 
tion with the Home Relief Bureau. 

one questions the friendly, co-opera- 
tive attitude those charge dispensing 
the relief the Department Public Wel- 
fare, but indicated, the whole provision 
and set-up are totally inadequate and have 
been recognized practically all con- 
cerned. 

the fifty-seven counties outside New 
York City there has been different situa- 
tion. 1922, the Legislature passed law 
(Chapter 185 the Laws New York) 
which provided relief three hundred 
dollars year for blind persons. This relief 
was based need. The act voluntary in- 
sofar the counties are concerned. other 
words, the counties have paid the bill wher- 
ever they have elected give relief the 
blind. New York State has had share 
the actual cost relief with the exception 
such appropriation had been made 
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the State Commission for limited personnel. 
The New York State Blind Relief Law was 
amended 1935 (under Chapter 531) which, 
among other things, removed the maximum 
limit three hundred dollars year. The 
State Commission has done good job 
administering its blind relief law, especially 
when one remembers how limited its per- 
sonnel, there being only one full time worker 
addition secretarial assistance. The 
Commission has had educational 
job getting the counties accept the idea 
relief and pay for it, and has been suc- 
cessful getting nearly all counties 
so. Insofar possible, the Commission has 
used relief means aiding the re- 
habilitation the blind. Certain provisions 
the law assisted the Commission doing 
this. While the grants the whole have 
probably not exceeded average twenty 
dollars per month, they have been much 
more than those allowed New York City 
that one left wonder why was that 
1923 the blind people New York City 
themselves elected keep their own set-up 
under the Department Public Welfare 
instead taking the more advantageous 
and better set-up provided through the bill 
administered through the New York 
State Commission for the Blind. That, how- 
ever, past history, and only interest 
now view the working out the situa- 
tion. And pass without even wave 
the hand our next consideration. 
Several years ago the New York State 
Federation Workers for the Blind, through 
general committee working with the De- 
partment Public Welfare and later with 
the Intersection Committee Charter Re- 
vision the Welfare Council, worked out 
suggested change the charter the City 
New York provide adequate re- 
lief for the needy blind. These suggestions 
are being considered the present time 
connection with the work the Committee 
Statutory Consolidation. the meantime, 


however, the Federal Social Security Act 
had been passed August 14, 1935, and 
March 1936 the Dunnigan-Steingut bill 
was introduced the New York legislature. 
This bill included provision known 
Article XIII, Assistance the Blind, along 
with other Social Security provisions. The 
bill passed the Senate unanimously three 
times, and many times was rejected 
the Assembly. Finally, one the provisions 
—that for old age assistance—was passed 
1935 separate bill. 

Knowing the whole question would 
re-opened the 1936 legislature, the Greater 
New York Council Agencies for the 
Blind, December 1936, appointed 
Legislative Committee draft substitute 
article for Article XIII, providing assistance 
the blind. January 1937, the Gover- 
nor introduced the Social Security bill 
the Number One measure. This bill was sub- 
stantially the same that presented last 
year and bears the name the same spon- 
sors, Senator Dunnigan and Assemblyman 
Steingut. Again the bill passed the Senate 
unanimously, but, the request the Coun- 
cil, and although the Republican Assembly 
had practically agreed not oppose the So- 
cial Security measure, special public hear- 
ing was obtained order hear arguments 
Article XIII, Assistance the Blind. 
There had been good deal misunder- 
standing the requirements the Fed- 
eral Social Security Act and lack the 
full realization the implications involved 
the supervisory set-up relief contem- 
plated under the Dunnigan-Steingut bill. 
This set-up was the more complicated be- 
cause the fact that there has been reor- 
ganization going the State Department 
Social Welfare. 

The Council bill was concerned with 
number fundamental principles, the chief 
which was that the supervision relief 
should remain under the direction the New 
York State Commission for the Blind. The 
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Commissioner Social Welfare disap- 
proved the plan the Council. His plan was 
and have blind relief administered 
through division assistance the De- 
partment Social Welfare which old 
age assistance, aid for dependent children, 
and other forms relief are centralized. 
The Dunnigan-Steingut bill made applicable 
blind assistance all provisions the old 
age assistance act which were not inconsis- 
tent. The Council bill, the other hand, 
was based strong objection tying the 
blind assistance with that old age. 

The Council bill included the following 
definition blindness: 


person shall considered blind for 
the purpose this article who, upon exami- 
nation eye physician, has visual acuity 
not more than 20/200 the better eye 
with correcting lenses has seriously im- 
paired vision due limited fields vision 
which will based the degree con- 
striction fields due other factors 
affecting usefulness vision. Eligibility 
related the eye condition shall deter- 
mined according the standards adopted 
the division for the blind. 


The Dunnigan-Steingut bill, with the ap- 
proval the New York State Commission 
for the Blind, contained the following defini- 
tion blindness: 


person shall considered blind who 
has not more than 20/200 visual acuity 
the better eye with correction and for whom 
diagnosis and medical findings show the 
condition permanent and that vision 
cannot improved better than 20/200; 
where there loss vision due other 
factors which affect the usefulness vision 
like degree, and for whom diagnosis 
and medical findings show the condition 
permanent. Classification the eye con- 
dition within the provisions this definition 
shall determined according standards 
adopted the state board social welfare. 


this being written and direct re- 
sult the work the Council, the follow- 


ing substantially the definition blind- 
ness which likely inserted the bill 
which now seems certain passed 


person shall considered blind who 
has not more than 20/200 visual acuity the 
better eye and for whom the diagnosis and 
medical findings show that vision cannot 
improved better than 20/200 and where 
there loss vision due wholly part 
impairment field vision other 
factors which affect the usefulness vision 
like degree. Classification the eye con- 
dition under the provisions this definition 
shall determined according standards 
adopted the state department social 
welfare consultation with the New York 
State Commission for the Blind. 


the Council bill was recommended 
that the additional needs the blind 
per cent more than for person with sight. 
The members the committee were frank 
admit that they did not expect get 
definite percentage, but they wanted bring 
out forcibly the extra needs blind person 
has, such guide service, extra carfares, 
etc., which sighted person need does not 
have. This subject received good deal 
consideration and publicity. 

There are number other ways 
which the Council bill differed with the Dun- 
nigan-Steingut bill, but, over and above all, 
stressed the need tying relief defi- 
nitely the organized state work for the 
blind, namely, the New York State Commis- 
sion for the Blind. Members the Legis- 
lative Committee the Council made repre- 
sentations the Commissioners the New 
York State Commission for the Blind, and 
the Commission went record with the 
following statement, with respect solely 
the supervision relief. The Commission 
did not take any other definite stand any 
other provisions the Council’s bill. The 


The bill was finally passed February 10, 1937. 
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ARTICLE XIII, ASSISTANCE THE BLIND 


Commissioners’ Resolution contained 
letter Governor Lehman, follows: 


Resolved, that the Board Commission- 
ers the Blind this state believe that 
the care the blind such highly spe- 
cialized nature that the relief for the blind 
and its administration should continue 
under the supervision this Commission 
commission similarly acquainted with 
the needs the blind. The administration 
relief, although will add the work 
the Commission, considered such im- 
portance that the board nevertheless gladly 
embraces the continuation this responsi- 
bility. Through legislative enactments the 
blind now enjoy special consideration, and 
this Board charged directly with the 
protection the interests the blind, 
feels not only matter good public 
policy but for the best interests the blind 
that the relief extended the blind 
under this bill should administered this 
commission. 


Strong endorsements were received the 
Committee from the following: Watts, 
President the American Association 
Workers for the Blind; Stetson Ryan, 
Secretary the American Association 
Workers for the Blind; John Bledsoe, 
Chairman the Legislative Committee 
the American Association Instructors for 
the Blind; Robert Irwin, Executive Di- 
rector the American Foundation for the 
Blind; Walter Holmes, Manager the 
Matilda Ziegler Magazine for the Blind; the 
Greater New York Council Agencies for 
the Blind, comprising the organized work 
for the blind Greater New York City; 
the Executive Committee the New York 
State Federation for the Blind; and the up- 
state agencies for the blind. fact, one 
the established organized agencies for the 
blind the state appeared opposition 
the fundamental principle continuing the 
supervision relief under the New York 
State Commission for the Blind. was 
outstanding demonstration support 
state agency. 


Notwithstanding this fact, and notwith- 
standing the overwhelming support for the 
continuance relief under the supervision 
the Commission, the bill being passed 
without making such provision. indicated 
hoped that New York State will not live 
regret its action this regard. Mr. Bled- 
soe’s telegram strong and worth while 
that quote its entirety: 


ALL MEANS DISTRIBUTION RELIEF 
SHOULD HAND HAND WITH SERVICE 
AID REPRESENTED EXISTING ORGANIZA- 
TIONS WHOSE YEARS EXPERIENCE FIT 
THEM FOR THIS SERVICE: MARYLAND 
TERRIBLE EXAMPLE HOW NOT IT: 
DISTRIBUTION NOW THE HANDS IN- 
EXPERIENCED PERSONS WHO IGNORE EVERY- 
THING EXCEPT MONEY PAYMENTS: THE RE- 
SULT SELF-RESPECTING BLIND PEOPLE 
STULTIFY THEMSELVES ORDER GET ANY 
BENEFITS: TAKES ALL AMBITION OUT 
THEM AND PLACES THEM THE PAUPER 
CLASS. 


There was only one minority group which 
actually opposed the Council’s provisions. 
This was the Joint Action Committee rep- 
resenting five associations the so-called 
“rank and file” the blind Greater New 
York. their own admission, this group 
represented four hundred blind people 
Greater New York. There are the state 
New York approximately thirteen thousand 
blind people. This minority group, however, 
has been quite articulate and insistent 
having sliding pension system which would 
give blind person whose income was 
less than forty dollars month, monthly 
grant sixty dollars, and person whose 
income was more than forty dollars month 
grant sufficient bring the total income 
one hundred dollars month. This 
group objected the idea definition 
“soliciting alms” contained the Council 
bill. They also desired allowed pos- 
sess real estate assessed five thousand 
dollars, insurance five hundred dollars, 
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and additional five hundred dollars 
savings without being disqualified for relief. 
This the type demand which most 
likely win support the days come 
assistance which will depend only co- 
operation for its tie-up with the Commission 
for the Blind. 

Co-operation inter-department basis 
the state not the best way insure good, 
sound administration assistance the 
blind. practically the unanimous feel- 
ing work for the blind the State 
New York and our national organizations 
well that great mistake being made 
the undermining the State Commission 
for the Blind taking away from the re- 
lief set-up. Without going into prophecy, 
may anticipate that this will not the only 
way which the work the Commission 
will encroached upon. the public hear- 
ing the Commissioner Social Welfare 
the State New York made the statement 
that was his hope and belief that from 


five ten years there would special so- 
cial workers for the blind, for dependent chil- 
dren, and for the aged, but one group gen- 
eral social workers who would take care 
the whole problem. those who 
have lived with work for the blind, have 
learned one thing, has been this: that such 
progress has been made has come only 
through specialized work for 
whether the field private philanthropy 
that legislation. Granting the neces- 
sity relief-giving, there still nothing 
more dangerous than the administration 
relief assistance the blind those un- 
familiar with the whole problem involved. 
The giving assistance the blind 
different day and night from that aid 
dependent children the aged. 
should have different approach and dif- 
ferent ultimate goal. The price social 
security too great entails the loss 
initiative self-respect which, date, 
have been interwoven the lives the 
blind. 
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workers the field work with the 
blind which has opportunity equal that 
the home teachers regard introducing 
and popularizing library service. Therefore 
eyes librarians. 

Unfortunately for us, the very nature 
our work keeps home, busy with the 
necessity routine duties; while the work 
the home teacher takes you out into the 
field, and you become, you should become, 
itinerant preachers the gospel reading. 
for you find, fact create, readers 
and for the librarian hold their interest, 
encourage their reading habits, provid- 
ing good service. 

evident that our work closely 
related, and, reading become the 
great asset should the public both 
serve, must maintain effective co-opera- 
tion. 

not altogether sure that the past 
our co-operation has been all that might 
have been. Are somewhat blame that, 
after one hundred years effort and the 
expenditure considerable amount 
money, can said today that only small 
percentage the blind read? What about 
the enthusiasm home teachers for read- 
ing? Have you preached the blessings 
books zealously you should? Have you 
made your business keep with addi- 
tions the library your territory? Have 
you been alert new publications bearing 
your own special problems? 


paper read the Eastern Conference 
Home Teachers, New York, September 1936. 


THE TALKING BOOK 
Lucy 


You may thinking (and quite correctly) 
that librarians are not without blame the 
matter. Perhaps have not done all that 
should keeping touch with you. 
welcome suggestions this point. 

The Braille Book Review, edited the 
New York Public Library, came into 
istence largely because felt the need 
regular channel communication between 
the library and the home teachers our 
vicinity. 

But are the blind far behind the seeing 
this matter reading? There note 
discouragement regard the reading 
habits the seeing the reports many 
educators. Last winter heard lecture 
teacher high standing and long experi- 
ence this matter, and her conclusion was 
that the teaching reading this country 
has been failure. She was sympathetic 
with the difficulties the teacher but firm 
her belief that, reading were taught 
properly, could made much more ef- 
fective tool the hands the student seek- 
ing knowledge than today. She believes 
that teachers fail bring this significant fact 
home their pupils. 

the blind are behind this respect, 
please consider for moment the difficulties 
overcome. First and foremost the 
fact that reading means the sense 
touch, especially for those blinded later 
life, must remain always slow process. 
Then there the obstacle presented the 
limited amount available literature. Only 
librarian can realize the number poten- 
tial readers lost forever because beginners 
cannot given the books they consider in- 
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teresting. Another hindrance has been the 
hardship created the United States 
the various changes types. mature blind 
person today who was reader child- 
hood must this time either have abandoned 
touch reading altogether hopelessly 
confused word form. this account 
alone the percentage readers among the 
English blind may well higher than with 
us. 

But now find these unfavorable con- 
ditions the past giving way more pro- 
pitious ones. new era beginning. Those 
who have been long the work may 
well rejoice that are here share the 
benefits that have come and will come 
the blind this marvelous age sound. 

Home teachers well librarians should 
swift sense the fact that this change 
the reading medium means broader field 
usefulness for them. Home teachers have 
important part play this new ad- 
venture. the unusual situation which 
now find ourselves they will place over 
ten thousand Talking Book machines through 
the Government appropriation alone. This 
big responsibility. The best results will 
rest obviously upon the judgment those 
who are placing these machines—and also, 
might add here, upon the judgment 
those who are selecting the books 
recorded. You cannot make reader listen 
dull book any more than you can influ- 
ence the reluctant horse. 

great deal money has been spent 
this country providing books for the blind, 
and much spent unwisely. There are the 
books which have been put into braille be- 
cause some wanted increase the literature 
special subject, regardless the fact 
that the subject made only very limited 
appeal. Dull titles have materialized because 
donors refused give any others. Many 
outdated volumes now standing idle the 
shelves were selected those who did not 
realize that such tomes would rarely ever 


read. notable exception such prac- 
tices was the additions made the New 
York Point collection through the appro- 
granted annually for many years 
the State New York and spent under 
the supervision the New York State 
Library. These titles were chosen experts 
who were position know the tastes 
the reading public, and they formed, 
their time, excellent example good 
book selection. 

the development the Talking Book 
library there nothing gained from 
past experience, shall readers suffer from 
repetition our mistakes? acquiring 
books the new medium, not founda- 
tion the world’s best literature that 
needed, but some good current literature 
for the use adults who are already mod- 
erately well read. 

distributing machines, let plead with 
you place them where they will most 
appreciated. not content leave them 
where they will merely tolerated. There 
may those who are willing accept them 
gesture good-will toward you your 
organization. Get radios for those who want 
radios and books for those who want books. 
The Talking Book will best fulfil its 
tion and you will saved much trouble 
your selection distributing the machines 
based appreciation reading rather 
than solely economic considerations. The 
world full people with educated tastes 
and restricted pocket-books. Many cannot 
afford fifty-dollar machine and yet are far 
from destitute. your job and the li- 
brarian’s job find these people. 

Among candidates for the machines will 
probably many graduates schools for 
the blind who have given reading entirely 
since leaving school; also the Moon readers 
who will deserve special consideration from 
you and those who, depressed illness and 
hospitalization, will welcome the Talking 
Book godsend. Already those who are 
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THE TALKING BOOK 


the eye pavilions our great hospitals 
for only short time and who hitherto would 
have gone without books are borrowing 
records for temporary use. 

Perhaps the largest number readers will 
recruited from people whose sight de- 
fective but who are far from ever being 
classified blind and who will never come 
contact with any welfare organization. 
reach this potential public work for 
the librarian. adequate amount litera- 
ture will the only means winning them. 
number visitors come even now 
consult the list Talking Book records and 
decide wait awhile before registering 
borrowers. 

spoken book find that, with only the pres- 
ent limited selection, have the New 
York Public Library about eight hundred 
Talking Book borrowers. 

The Talking Book time will in- 
dispensable tool the schoolroom. Already 
many teachers are giving testimony this 
point. Mr. Longsdorf, head the English 
department the New York Institute for 
the Education the Blind, finds valuable 
training his students and has reported 
his work some detail the columns 
The Teachers’ Forum. Blind children will 
soon leaving school with definite ex- 
perience the Talking Book, and such 
children will continue its use one means 
following literature and perhaps current 
events (as seems only matter time 
before magazines will recorded). 

paper presented before recent In- 
ternational Congress Publishers held 
London, the head English publishing 
concern made some interesting comments 
sound reading medium. believes 
that the human imagination, however un- 
sophisticated, needs, and will continue 
need, field which stimulated ex- 
ercise itself. That neither the cinema, how- 
ever glamorous, nor the theater, nor music, 


nor any variety broadcasting, can meet 
this need. That nothing, indeed, can meet 
this universal human need well books. 
For the peculiar virtue book that 
cannot read all unless compels the 
reader exercise such imagination 
has. points out that this unique pleasure 
obtained through reading can also had 
listening. That the art listening has un- 
dergone, through the invention broadcast- 
ing, gigantic renascence. listen is, 
fact, many easier than read. 

reasons that the Talking Book shares 
many the advantages silent reading. 
Passages can re-read. The reader can 
pause reflect. can begin when likes, 
long likes, and leave off when 
likes. And for many not unintelligent 
readers the spoken book has this peculiar 
advantage, that compels the attention 
move. The conscientious reader apt 
get stuck over particular passage when 
would better for him moving 
with the main argument; the spoken book 
will not allow him fall too easily into this 
trap. Moreover, the really intelligent enun- 
ciation difficult argument may 
enormous assistance the understanding 
it; hear obscure passage, for example 
one St. Paul’s Epistles, read 
man who really understands what 
reading, revelation the aid which in- 
telligent reading aloud can give. 

How far sound may eventually replace 
touch medium reading, cannot 
predict this moment. Only time can tell. 
Certainly the basis the education 
the young blind and for the deaf-blind there 
would seem substitute for touch. For 
all those who prefer silent reading, braille 
collections must maintained. Also may 
possible that adults who begin listen- 
ing the spoken books may become inter- 
ested taking braille. Such adults will 
prove apt pupils for they will volunteers, 
not conscripted through grim necessity. 
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The Moon type will probably replaced 
the Talking Book time, and there need 
regret this proves true. Moon the 
slowest all mediums. exceedingly 
expensive emboss, and, even today, can 
offer only extremely limited range 
titles. Home teachers should bear the Moon 
readers mind when placing machines, 
have said before. 

preparation for shift from touch 
sound reading has been suggested that the 
deaf-blind should urged adopt when- 
ever possible the newer devices enabling the 
deaf hear through bone conduction. The 
best these devices are expensive and need 
adjusted carefully the individual 
case, but such problem eminently fitted 
the patience and training the experi- 


enced home teacher co-operation with 
competent physicians. this connection the 
work Perkins with the deaf-blind con- 
serve and improve their hearing in- 
terest. 

The advent sound will influence the 
work the librarian and the home teacher 
greater extent than that any other 
groups. introduces profoundly interest- 
ing element and presents many fresh prob- 
lems. have the benefit considerable 
experience behind and, have wis- 
dom, will take advantage both sound 
and touch mediums, adjusting them 
the needs the individual our best judg- 
ment dictates. Our concern with the en- 
couragement the reading habit among 
those who are visually handicapped and 
welcome any medium which aid this. 


OPEN LETTER BLIND PEOPLE’ 


long time have had vaguely 

mind plan that have wanted work 
out, and now mean give trial. You 
can help with it. 

There are blind people who are born 
with the luxuries and comforts life, and 
there are others who have such will power 
that they cannot kept down, who have 
influential friends give them help and 
advice toward success. Still others this 
group, beginning small things and with- 
out means influence, have worked them- 
selves up. All honor these. 

But there are many, very many, the 
world the blind—just there are the 
sighted world—who not have such gifts, 
influence, luck, you wish call 
that and there are many whose health does 


from the Matilda Ziegler Magazine 
for the blind, February, 1937. 


not permit them attempt things they 
might otherwise do. 

have long felt that this second group 
could greatly helped every way each 
them had good friend friends, blind 
sighted, who would act big brothers 
sisters friends, who loved them 
and would give them the help they needed, 
find someone else so. not al- 
ways financial help that these blind need: 
they need friend friends who would 
advise them all matters and help them 
every way, especially help them help 
themselves. 

Now, plan try find such friend 
friends for those you who would like 
so. These friends could visit with 
you, walk with you, read you, take you 
church places entertainment, etc. 
They would soon learn love you and 
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OPEN LETTER BLIND PEOPLE 


little things for you for the pleasure 
doing them; and all this would much 
give sighted people better understanding 
the blind and their problems. you did 
not like your new friend friends, they 
did not like you, then you could easily dis- 
continue your relations. 

Friends the right kind are needed 
everyone, and those who not have friends 
whom they can turn for advice, comfort, 
and cheer, miss one the great joys life. 
willing try organize this move- 
ment. would ask first the co-operation 
all the blind; all schools and other or- 
ganizations for the blind; all home teach- 
ers and workers for the blind; the Lions 
Clubs, Women’s Clubs, Junior League Clubs, 
and other welfare and churches 
and other organizations. 

worked out, would much solve the 
problems large group the blind. 

These friends could advise you many 
things you could your own home, and 
could convince members your family that 
you can this and that, and get them 
give you opportunity so. case 
illness, you needed suggestions the 
right physician see, they could advise you 
along this line. They could find someone 
look after your radio, typewriter, etc., and 
keep them repair. other words, they 


would just big brothers and big sisters 
you. 

communicating with some organiza- 
tions get their suggestions and co-opera- 
tion this matter. big thing get 
generally organized, and may just sort 
dream, but, you know, dreams often come 
true. What shall call such organiza- 
tion? There already Big Brothers’ or- 
ganization. might call “Friends the 
Blind,” the “Friendship League the 
Blind.” 

Persons wanting such friends could notify 
us, telling the types and ages people 
they would like know. you are church 
people, would well get friends 
your own church. The thing could not 
worked any short time, but could 
started here and there, and would grow and 
grow until all who wanted such sighted 
friends had secured them. 

The success such plan would require 
the aid and co-operation all organizations 
for the blind. would way interfere 
with their work, and would like leave the 
details the plan each locality the 
hands such local State organizations, 
all working together for the common 

Let’s give the plan trial. will let you 
know next month how our readers and the 
workers for the blind regard the idea. 
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FEDERAL STAND ADMINISTRATION 


January 21, 1937, only seventeen 

states had state agencies authorized 
issue licenses blind persons operate 
vending stands Federal buildings under 
the Randolph-Sheppard Act. Two other 
states had applications pending, and third 
was making its application. 

But what the other twenty-eight states? 
Agitation for the opening Federal build- 
ings blind stand operators was continued 
for number years, during which numer- 
ous bills were drafted and several actually 
introduced Congress. These efforts 
last met with success the passage the 
Randolph-Sheppard law (H.R. 4688) 
June 20, 1936. The United States Office 
Education, which the administration 
the law was placed, began preliminary op- 
erations put the new law into effect 
September, 1936. Yet, five months later, 
more than half the states had failed 
take advantage its provisions. And, unfor- 
tunately, the blind people each those 
states will cut off from the opportunities 
opened through this legislation until 
state agency their state has been authorized 
issue licenses. 


the provisions the new law, state 
which has State Commission for the Blind, 
such Commission designated the 
licensing agency other states, some other 
appropriate state agency will authorized, 

wishes designated licensing agency 
must give certain assurances that funds and 
personnel will available carry out the 
licensing and supervisory procedures ade- 
quately. But these assurances constitute 
difficulty because limited appropriations, 
pointed out that this season most 
State legislatures are session and can 
applied for the necessary funds. When 
many states have demonstrated their wil- 
lingness appropriate many thousands 
dollars for direct financial relief the 
needy blind under the Social Security Act, 
not supposed that they will fail 
grant the few additional thousands necessary 
for administration project which will 
help make number sightless men and 
women self-supporting and prevent them 
from becoming unwilling burdens 
community. 


STATE AGENCIES DESIGNATED LICENSING AGENCIES 
JANUARY 21, 1937 


Alabama. 


State Board Education 
Montgomery, Alabama 


California 
Bureau Rehabilitation 
State Department Education 
Sacramento, California 


Colorado 
Colorado State Commission for the Blind 
State Capitol 
Denver, Colorado 


Connecticut 
Board Education the Blind 
State Office Building 
Hartford, Connecticut 


Mas. 
Miss 
New 


ind 
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Indiana 
Board Industrial Aid for the Blind 
530 West 30th Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Kentucky 
State Board Education 
Department Education 
Frankfort, Kentucky 


Maryland 
Maryland Workshop for the Blind 
601 North Fulton Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Massachusetts 
Division the Blind 
Department Education 
110 Tremont Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Michigan 


Employment Institution for the Blind 
Saginaw, Michigan 


Missourt 
Missouri Commission for the Blind 
4342 McPherson Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


New York 
Division for the Blind 
State Department Social Welfare 
Centre Street 
New York, New York 


North Carolina 
State Commission for the Blind 
405 State Agricultural Building 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


Ohio 
State Commission for the Blind 
Oak Street Ninth 
Columbus, Ohio 


Pennsylvania 
State Council for the Blind 
Department Welfare 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


Tennessee 
Division Vocational Rehabilitation 
State Department Education 
Nashville, Tennessee 


Texas 
State Commission for the Blind 
Land Office Building 
Corner 11th Brazos Streets 
Austin, Texas 


Virginia 
Virginia Commission for the Blind 


3003 Parkwood Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia 


Wisconsin 
State Board Control 
State Capitol 
Madison, Wisconsin 
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FEDERAL AID FOR THE EDUCATION 
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN 


baker, Commissioner Educa- 
tion, called conference representatives 
work for the handicapped discuss legis- 
lation for aid the states their 
programs education physically handi- 
capped children. 


The following memorandum, prepared 
Dr. Carris, Managing Director the 
National Society for the Prevention Blind- 
ness, for discussion the Conference, 
proved such value that have 
requested the privilege publishing 
here. 


MEMORANDUM CONCERNING FEDERAL, STATE, AND RELATIONSHIPS AND OTHER 
PROBLEMS THE EDUCATION PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN 


The National Society for the Preven- 
tion Blindness recognizes that, time 
goes and social consciousness for pre- 
ventive programs develops, national and state 
official agencies will take over many the 
activities now carried national and lo- 
cal private agencies. 

The National Society believes that the 
problem the education the physically 
handicapped child should approached from 
the standpoint the educational needs 
all such children. assumed that only 
such physical handicaps constitute real 
educational handicap will included, and 
that, whenever possible, children with minor 
physical handicaps will educated with nor- 
mal children. 

Any program for the education the 
physically handicapped should based upon, 
operated co-operation with, plan for 
physical restoration. other words, before 
education for the physically handicapped 
organized (except temporary basis), 
every possible attempt should have been 
made remove alleviate the physical 
handicap. For example, would indeed 
unjustifiable expend funds for the special 
education the visually handicapped child 


when the provision glasses, treatment, 
operation might improve the vision 
enable the child take the work regular 
classes. also desirable that preventive 
program developed concurrently and that 
such program include scientific research and 
education the public. 

assumed that plans for education 
the physically handicapped will provide 
for the closest possible relationship between 
these children and those regular classes. 
That say, classes for the physically 
handicapped should run whenever possible 
the co-operative, rather than the segrega- 
tional, plan. 

essential that special classes for the 
physically handicapped should confined 
children with normal mental capacities. 
Where there double handicap subnor- 
mal mentality and physical disability, the 
mental handicap should the controlling 
factor far placement for educational 
opportunity concerned. 

For the most part, teachers for physi- 
cally handicapped children—particularly 
far sight-saving class teachers are con- 
cerned—should drawn from the ranks 
successful teachers elementary grades, 
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FEDERAL AID FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN 


junior senior high schools, according 
which group served. They should 
instructed the special problems this new 
work through intensive courses, preferably 
given the summer. 

believed that the training teach- 
ers physically handicapped children could 
well fostered the Federal government 
co-operation with the various states. 
taken for granted that such preparation 
should chiefly for the teaching group 
with particular handicap—vision, hearing, 
other crippling conditions. 

The success classes for the physically 
handicapped, particularly the field sight- 
saving, largely dependent upon adequate 
supervision. Funds should appropriated 
for this purpose. 

Although the number physically 
handicapped children who will need educa- 
tion special classes relatively small, the 
burden supporting such classes usually 
too great for the individual community. 
Therefore, the expense should apportioned 
among Federal, state, and local agencies 
charged with this responsibility. general, 
the local community should expected 
bear least that percentage the cost 
the education the physically handicapped 
which would represented the average 
per capita cost educating the normal child 
the that the differential between 
this per capita cost and the actual cost should 
divided between the state and Federal 


governments according plan which 
would leave much authority 
with the local community. 

10. should stressed that, particularly 
far children with defective vision and 
hearing are concerned, the program edu- 
cation has two distinct phases: first, the or- 
ganization classes for those with definite 
physical handicaps; and, second, appre- 
ciation the part educational authorities 
generally the importance sight and 
hearing the education every child. For 
this reason, all teachers prepared for service 
the public schools should have adequate 
training eye hygiene, especially 
related educational processes, and un- 
derstanding and appreciation how the 
conditions the classroom affect the child 
—physically, psychologically, and emotion- 
ally. Such important subjects lighting the 
classroom, furnishing well-printed textbooks, 


and providing adequate medical inspection 


and follow-up service, should part 
the curriculum every teacher-training in- 
stitution. 


general, the points that have been men- 
tioned above would seem covered 
the provisions the proposed bill sponsored 
the International Society for Crippled 
Children, with such amendments perhaps 
may considered this present gathering. 
obvious amendment would seem 
extension the provisions include special 
education the pre-school child with 
physical handicap. 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American Foundation for the Blind. 


Dr. Gabriel Farrell has contributed 
article, for the Blind: Secur- 
ity the Cost the Janu- 
ary, 1937, issue Current History. The 
writer raises the question whether blindness 
sufficient reason for pensions from public 
funds, and indicates how the answer this 
question may influence the attitude edu- 
cators the young blind. 


The Forum for December, 1936, 
find article called “Sight Faith” 
Terence Harrington, dealing with the sub- 
ject hysterical blindness, and describing 
some the methods physicians have em- 
ployed cure it. The author states that 
hysterical blindness the diagnosis often 
more difficult than its cure. The article was 
reprinted abbreviated form the Reader’s 
Digest for January, 1937. 


The English magazine The Teacher the 
Deaf for December, 1936 contains tribute 
Anne Sullivan Macy written 
Kerr Love. Dr. Love says: have said little 
would difficult find its parallel. Her 
methods have been criticized, but that was 
because she was apt generalize from the 
specific case, always dangerous line ar- 
gument. Both teachers the blind and deaf 
have criticized her, but teacher the 
blind-deaf will ever able ignore her 
work.” 


“The Promotion Blindness: Con- 
sideration Some Contributing Factors” 
the Journal the American Medical Asso- 
ciation for August 1936 paper read 
before the section ophthalmology the 
Eighty-seventh Annual Session the Amer- 
ican Medical Kansas City, 
Missouri, May 13, 1936, its chairman, 


Dr. John Green. review given some 
the more widespread causes blindness, 
conclusion the writer says: oph- 
thalmologists not take cognizance and 
valiantly strive combat all factors which, 
either directly indirectly, tend promote 
blindness, are not doing our share the 
world-wide effort reduce this affliction 
absolute minimum.” 


The Spoken Language the Blind Pre- 
school Child: Study Methods the 
title Dr. Kathryn Maxfield’s disser- 
tation printed the Archives 
chology. The thesis, which numbers one 
hundred pages, liberally interspersed with 
tables and charts. Most the material for 
the study has been gathered the Arthur 
Sunshine Home and Nursery School for the 
Blind. 


The French magazine, Travail Humain 
(Volume 1936, pages 71-80), contains 
the article “L’adaptation Professionnelle des 
Aveugles” (Vocational Adjustment the 
Blind) Schreider. includes survey 
the so-called conventional occupations for 
the blind and the occupations which have 
been introduced most recent times. Tests 
intelligence and special abilities are 
recommended, well facilities for voca- 
tional guidance. 


Collier’s Magazine for December 1936 
and for January 23, 1937, contains short 
stories which the hero each case blind. 
The title the first one “Whirlpool” 
Jacland Marmur the second “The Ghosts 
Spring” Sydney Herschel Small. The 
Cosmopolitan Magazine for December, 1936, 
also had story with blind character, “The 
Belled Palm” Allan Vaughan Elston. 

LENDE 
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FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES 


News notes the current activities the American Foundation for the Blind 


FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Foundation once more calls attention 
the Foundation scholarships available each 
year for blind students professional schools 
institutions higher learning. These 
scholarships are awarded June for use 
during the next academic year, and applica- 
tions should reach the Foundation not later 
than April Grants are usually for $250. 

Among the factors considered making 
the awards are: Academic record, financial 
need, character, personality, and practicability 
vocational objective. Preference given 
students whose visual acuity the better 
eye with properly fitted glasses does not 
exceed 20/200. 

Application forms will sent request. 
Secretary, Scholarship Committee, 
American Foundation for the Blind, West 
16th Street, New York. 


COLORADO SOCIAL WORK 
CONFERENCE 

The Foundation was invited participate 
the annual meeting the Colorado State 
Conference Social Work, December 
1936, leading Institute Work 
with the Blind. Four two-hour sessions were 
held, and over thirty members the Con- 
ference were attendance, including both 
workers for the blind and relief investigators. 


ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual meeting the Board Trus- 
tees the Foundation was held Decem- 
ber 14, 1936. The following officers were 
Miss Prudence Sherwin, Cleveland, Vice- 
president William Ziegler, New York, 
Secretary-Treasurer; Members 


Pfeiffer, William Ziegler, Jr., Otis Cald- 
well, Latimer, Richard Morris. 


DISCOUNT PHONOGRAPH 
RECORDS 

Music phonograph records can now 
purchased through the Foundation sub- 
stantial discount, provided the order amounts 
dollars more. For further de- 
tails address: Discount Service, American 
Foundation for the Blind, West 16th 
Street, New York. 


WPA TALKING BOOK PROJECT 


The WPA Project New York City, 
which manufactures the electric reading- 
machines play the Talking Books, now 
employs blind workers side side with 
its sighted personnel 160. Their jobs 
range all the way from assembly work, 
which calls for highly developed sense 
touch, the soldering wire. 

For simple jobs like the cutting electric 
cords required lengths, the supervisor 
charge the project, has devised “gadgets” 
(such guiding boards, which the cord 
can unrolled, measured, and snipped), 
which will help his blind workmen overcome 
their handicap. 

With the new appropriation $145,000 
for labor and materials, this project has be- 
gun its second season with 5,000 additional 
electric reading-machines its goal. Last 
year, under the first appropriation, 10,000 
machines left the WPA workshop ship- 
ments all parts the country. 

Irwin, the Foundation’s Executive 
Director, also acts State Supervisor the 


electric reading-machine project for the 
WPA. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY NOTES 


One the chief problems administering 
financial assistance the blind has been that 
adequately relieving need without dis- 
couraging industry. When the administration 
financial aid the hands the agency 
which also responsible for helping the 
blind find employment, possible 
adjust matters that the blind individual 
encouraged make the greatest possible 
effort toward supporting himself, but the 
recent tendency handle aid the blind 
“division public assistance,” along 
with aid the aged and dependent chil- 
dren, has made such adjustments almost im- 
possible. some states the practice 
deduct the full amount the blind person’s 
earnings from his budgeted relief allowance. 
Then the question arises, “Why 

has recently been suggested partial 
solution the problem that, computing 
income for the purpose establishing the 
amount the relief grant, only per cent 
the blind person’s earnings should 
included. The advantages this plan are 
that (1) simple administer and may 
embodied “regulation” the state 
agency, (2) permits the blind worker 
enjoy least part the fruits his labor, 
and (3) since may equally well applied 
the earnings the needy aged, free 
from the criticism that favors the blind 
“special class.” 


Workers for the blind will pleased 
find that the new “draft bills” for state legis- 
lation, published the American Public 
Welfare Association and approved the 
Social Security Board, are more constructive 
their provisions for the blind than the 
first draft bills similarly issued 1935. 


Among the differences may noted the 


The state department welfare 
definitely charged with responsibility 
for inaugurating co-operating 
measures for the prevention blind- 
ness, the restoration sight, and the 
vocational adjustment blind persons, 

The definition blindness now 
“vision with correcting glasses 
fective prevent the performance 
ordinary activities for which eye- 
sight essential.” The definition 
formerly recommended was “vision 
the better eye with correcting glasses 
visual field defect.” 

The clause providing that financial as- 
sistance given should constitute lien 
against the blind person’s estate has 
been omitted. 


Unfortunately, many states have already 
enacted into law the draft bills 1935, un- 
der the erroneous impression that only 
doing could they qualify for Federal 
funds. hoped that the undesirable 
features these laws will removed 
the legislatures now session—otherwise 
number states the blind people will 
have wait for two years for relief from 
the strictures which they have always op- 
posed, and which one now recommends. 


From Toledo comes the following report: 
“Several the aged blind, past sixty-five 
years age, who have been drawing the 
Blind Relief for years, are disturbed over 
the fact that they now have make 
property over the state order draw 
the Aid for the Aged pension. their prop- 
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sold any time, they have re- 
imburse the state for the amount that has 
been advanced them. case death the 
amount that has been advanced the state 
deducted, before the legal heirs inherit 
their part.” 


One earnest worker for the blind, com- 
menting the practice deducting the 


amount the blind person’s earnings 
the from his relief allowance, said: “They’re 
just teaching our people sit home and wait 
for the pension.” 
de- 
FEDERAL LEGISLATION 
Readers Talking Books will pleased 
sses know that bill now pending Con- 
ying gress authorize the increase the appro- 
priation for Talking Book records for the 
Library Congress from $75,000 $175,- 
lien 000 per year. this written, news comes 
has that the bill has passed the lower House, 
and there reason hope that will 
shortly receive favorable attention the 
Senate. Blind people and workers for the 
blind have been most co-operative securing 
support for this measure through bringing 
the attention their representatives 
Washington the value the Talking Book 
and the need for larger libraries records. 
will 
from 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE SOCIAL 
ends. WORK 
The National Conference Social Work 
will meet this year Indianapolis, May 
inclusive. Workers for the blind, and 
the those who are interested So- 
yer Security legislation and the administra- 
tion aid the needy blind, are urged 
attend. Further information may secured 
from the Conference Office, North High 


Street, Columbus, Ohio. 


SOCIAL SECURITY NOTES 


RESIGNATIONS 


DR. POTTS LEAVES IDAHO 


Dr. Potts, who has been superin- 
tendent the Idaho State School for the 
Deaf and the Blind for the past four years, 
has resigned his position and returned the 
East. Mr. John Condie, State Superin- 
tendent Public Instruction acting 
superintendent the School. 


SUCCESS NOTES 


Miss Bobbie Lott, former scholarship 
student the American Foundation for the 
Blind and winner the Captain Charles 
Brown Memorial Award Medal, has been 
recently appointed County Supervisor the 
Housekeeping Aid Project Covington 
County, Mississippi. Miss Lott was not ap- 
pointed this project because she was 
blind woman who needed job, but because 
she was the best equipped person available 
for the job. 

Miss Lott keeps close personal touch 
with all phases the Project. Each week all 
those working under her supervision meet 
and report the work that has been done, 
discuss problems, and receive instructions. 
She instructs her workers actual work 
the homes where needed, teach 
home improvement, try inspire the 
clients take new interest life, and 
organize clubs for the people with whom they 
work. Care children, cooking, sewing, 
beautifying the home, etc., are taught the 
clubs that have been organized. All problems, 
such arranging financial aid for those who 
need it, medical treatment 
tion, placing children and adults various 
institutions, and many others, are brought 
Miss Lott solved. 


li 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


News items from agencies for the blind all parts the country are desired 
for these pages. All manuscripts should the Editor’s hands four weeks 
before the date publication. 


Detroit Day School Classes for the Blind— 
the annual meeting the Detroit Special 
Education Department January 23, was 
announced that Mrs. Gladys Dunlop Matlock 
was resigning her position Supervisor 
Braille and Sight-Saving classes. Mrs. Mat- 
lock held this position for the past ten years. 
Miss Margaret Soares, formerly the direct- 
ing Teacher for Braille Classes Detroit, has 
been named her successor. 


Colorado Commission for the Blind—Under 
the sponsorship the Colorado Commission 
for the Blind, Seeing Eye class was organized 
Denver, November 22, 1936. The Seeing 
Eye, Inc., Morristown, New Jersey, sent 
their senior trainer, Mr. William Debetaz, and 
dogs for training with six sightless men. Re- 
ports from the graduates this class have been 
very satisfactory. The nine blind men Col- 
orado possessing Seeing Eye guide dogs are 
engaged the following occupations: Insur- 
ance salesman and state senator superintendent 
schools; home teacher the blind; stand 
operator; farmer; four salesmen. 


Omaha Public Library—Lack space made 
impossible for the Omaha Public Library 
add new titles the braille books request 
was sent the Library Congress asking 
that this service transferred Library 
where up-to-date material for the blind readers 


may The Denver Public Library 
was elected include the area that had been 
formerly served the Omaha Public Library, 
the Colorado and New Mexico division. Now 
all requests for braille, well Talking 
Books, are sent Miss Charlotte Washer, 
Denver Public Library, who has charge this 
division. 

Minnesota School for the Blind—Consider- 
able interest has been aroused the Minnesota 
School for the Blind over its new students ad- 


mitted the opening the present school 
year. Out total twenty new admissions, 
sixteen have been given mental tests rep- 
resentative from the Division Research, 
State Administration Building, St. Paul. The 
average intelligence quotient the sixteen 
boys and girls tested 102. Only five children 
scored less than 100. The lowest was 84; the 
highest, 120. Two the children, who scored 
less than 100, have returned their homes, 
One was sent back because his physical 
the other, older boy who had not 
attended the Minnesota School for the Blind 
before, stayed only about two weeks. 


Shreveport Association for the Blind—On 
December 17, the Shreveport Association for 
the Blind sponsored Christmas tree given 
the white blind Shreveport, and the after- 
noon December 18, the organization spon- 
sored Christmas tree given the colored 
the office the organization January 21. 
Mr. Ahearn was elected president 
succeed Mr. Thomas 


New York Institute for the Education the 
February Miss Katherine 
Smith Buffalo addressed the students. Miss 
Phi Beta Kappa, and, since leaving college, she 
has been holding position reporter the 
Buffalo Courier Express. She 
awarded the Kate Smith award five hundred 
dollars recognition having taught blind, 
deaf, and dumb man read braille. 


Arthur Sunshine Home and Nursery 
for the Blind—Christmas was very busy and 
very happy time for the children the Home. 
The festivities began with “Open House” 
Sunday, December 20, when more than 150 
friends came the Home. The following days 
brought many other visitors. the numerous 
useful and educational presents, one the most 
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was “Baby Gym” for the smallest 
children. Christmas morning, the Elizabeth 
Lions Club played Santa Claus, fitting wind- 
the parties and celebration. Early 
January, mother arrived from California, 
bringing her 
daughter. After visit two weeks the mother 
returned the West, leaving the little girl 
the Home. Texas child returning 
her home the end January, after eight 
months’ training period. The first report 
the use the Vineland Social Maturity 
Scale the Home was published the Jan- 
issue the Teachers College Training 
School Bulletin. 


New York Guild for the Jewish Blind—The 
vocational department the Community 
Workers Auxiliary the New York Guild 
for the Jewish Blind moved into new quarters, 
located 708 Broadway and 402 Lafayette 
Street, New York City, the first the year. 
Metal Craft Department, which until 
the first of. the year functioned Occupa- 
tional Department for older men under the Wel- 
fare Department, has been added the vo- 
cational department. The Auxiliary now has 
four major industries, two for men and two for 
women. The Community House 172 East 
Street now being used only edu- 
cational and recreational center, and the build- 
ing filled capacity every morning and af- 
ternoon with students doing their school as- 
signments. the evenings, the halls and 
auditoriums are filled with groups young 
men and women who the Community 
Center take part programs varied ac- 
tivities arranged suit the interests all 
groups. The activities include tap and social 
dancing, entertainments, and concerts; music 
appreciation; bowling for men and women; 
bridge games and dramatics and 
current events discussions. The library, 
contains well over thousand volumes fic- 
tion, non-fiction, and text books. corps 
volunteer braillists are available for transcrib- 
ing books. The Community Workers maintains 
its own bindery and duplicating departments. 
All services and activities are offered free 


BULLETIN BOARD 


those who apply, and requests from students 
will welcome. Library catalogs will sent 
anyone upon request, and books will mailed 
any interested reader any part the 
country. The public cordially invited 
visit the new vocational building 708 Broad- 
way see the different industries. Merchan- 
dise manufactured the vocational depart- 
ments can purchased the retail store, 
located East 57th Street. 


Board Education the Blind (Connecti- 
cut)—The Connecticut Board Education 
the Blind has introduced bill the General 
Assembly, the terms which would make 
available Old Age Assistance benefits needy 
blind people irrespective age. The benefits 
Connecticut are maximum $1.00 day. 
The Old Age Assistance Bureau has been des- 
ignated the bill the disbursing agency. 
Under the terms the bill blind people can 
qualify for such payments irrespective age 
provided they can meet the other stipulations 
the Old Age Assistance Act. 


New York Association for the Blind—The 
Christmas season was extremely busy, since 
effort was made remember some way 
every man, woman, and child who touch 
with the Lighthouse. Four hundred and seven- 
ty-five Christmas dinners were distributed 
those who were most needy. Several Christ- 
mas parties were arranged the Light- 
house for the various groups blind people 
connected with that organization. The 
Men’s Recreation Department steadily build- 
ing membership, and hoped the new 
gymnasium equipment will start additional ac- 
tivities. The present are carried 
under the leadership Mr. Jerry Wood, Mr. 
Myron Kesner, and Mr. Carl Stutman.... 
public speaking class twenty-one members 
has been started Friday nights under the 
auspices the Dowfin Club. Teachers from 
the Dale Carnegie Institute instruct 
group. The Men’s Club elected its officers 
for the ensuing year Monday evening, De- 
cember 14. Septinelli was elected Presi- 
dent; John Ketcham, First Vice-President 
Robert Spector, Second Vice-President; Louis 
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Furman, Treasurer; Stanley Wartenberg, Re- 
cording Secretary; Concetto Mafaraci, Corre- 
sponding Secretary; Raymond Cehlemann, 
Sergeant-at-Arms. The New York Pro- 
tective Association Blind Newsdealers also 
elected officers, follows: President, Frank 
Wisokir; First Vice-President, Irving Selis; 
Second Vice-President, Harry Harris; Record- 
ing Secretary, Viola Harris; Corresponding 
and Financial Secretary, Hyman Cohen; 
Treasurer, Abraham Sergeant-at-Arms, 
May Silber. 


Illinois School for the Blind—Two two-story 
buildings Georgian Colonial design have 
just been completed the boys’ side the 
grounds the School for the Blind. 
Each the two buildings divided trans- 
versely into two sections; each section houses 
twenty-four boys, house officer, and as- 
sistant; and each, there are bedrooms, 
living room, and solarium....A 
study based Indian life being started 
the third grade. There will study Indian 
history, customs, dress, poems, legends, cere- 
monials, etc. Relics sand, clay, and 
collected from the Hopi, Cherokee and Sem- 
inole tribes will comprise the material used 
for study. The study will conclude with 
original play the children, social hour 
around tepee, Indian village built 
the sand table the children. 


Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction 
the Blind—The Overbrook wrestling team 
continued its undefeated span five years 
defeating George School and the Lansdowne 
High School. The Senior class has con- 
ducted two very successful sales; Decem- 
ber was busy and delightful month for the 
students. Several visited the Christmas display 
Wanamaker’s store. Christmas parties were 
held the various cottages, and grand 
finale, the Christmas play, The Legend the 
Orb, was presented large cast stu- 
dents under the direction Miss Ruby Grass. 
Many interesting and worthwhile trips 
have been made the students. Mr. Quimby 
and Mr. McKay took group older boys 
Girard College. They visited the college 
general, but concentrated the Trades 


Department. Mrs. Arthur took the eleventh 
grade Civics class City Hall listen 
number court cases. Mr. and his 
Biology class visited the Aquarium, and the 
eighth grade was conducted through the 
lin Museum Mr. Several interest- 
ing addresses were given the 
January 30, the boys held social 
dance with twenty-five girls from the Phila- 
delphia Normal School their guests. The 
contributions received were sent for flood re- 
Preparations for the annual Week 
for the Blind, which begins March are 
being made. 


Colorado School for Deaf and Blind—Two 
graduates the Colorado School for the Deaf 
and Blind are college this year. Dorothy 
Cutting, specializing music, Sopho- 
more Colorado University, and Theodore 
Albrecht, specializing history, Senior 
Colorado College. Both are making very 
creditable records.... Mr. Brown, 
Superintendent the school took the tenth 
and eleventh grades the Department for the 
Blind and about twenty older deaf pupils 
Denver see the State Legislature action. 
Both Houses were visited, and much interest 
was shown the procedures and 


Cleveland Society for the Blind—A new in- 
dustrial building has been started the 
grounds Grasselli House. There has been 
urgent need for such expansion, and the build- 
ing planned will add one-third more space 
the present broom shop, and also accommo- 
date the Women’s Industries Department. 
will give space for growth along other lines. 
The building brick, and will 
connected with the main house covered 
passageway. The size the staff has been 
restored what was pre-depression days, 
the latest addition being Miss Elsie Roeser, 
who has come Case Work Assistant. Miss 
Roeser took her Ohio State University, 
where she also had post-graduate course 
business administration. She later took social 
work training the Columbus Associated 
Charities. For five years she was assistant head 
resident Godman Guild, Columbus settle- 
ment. 
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BOOK NEWS 


THE EDUCATION THE BLIND—A Report 
the Joint Committee the College 
Teachers the Blind and the National 
Institute for the Blind. Edward Arnold 
and Company, London. 1936. 344 pp. 


reviewing book this character for 
readers with professional interest would 
seem best (1) state its source, (2) 
summarize its contents, (3) analyze its 
findings and finally discuss principles set 
forth and their relationship the program 
this country. 


The Source 


This volume the report the joint 
committee the College Teachers 
the Blind and the National Institute for the 
Blind England. Building work pre- 
viously done, the committee has had the 
report preparation for four and one-half 
years. Assisting the representatives the 
two bodies named were appointees the 
Board Education, the Ministry Health 
and the Westminster Training College. For 
the benefit those who not know, may 
added that the College Teachers 
England not corporate body with build- 
ings, but rather group courses offered 
teachers the blind. New teachers 
this field are required, during the two years 
following their appointment, take these 
courses. Upon completion diploma 
granted which makes the holder qualified 
teacher the blind. The head the college 
Dr. Ritchie, who wrote the preface 
this volume. 


The Contents 
The report presented five parts: 


tory, teachers, and ascertainment 
blind children. 


NEWS 


II. General Considerations, under which the 
aim education discussed and the 
worlds emotion, thought, and action 
considered. 

Education Various Stages, pre- 
school, infant school, years from five 
fourteen, and fourteen sixteen, which 
divisions follow the English pattern 
schooling for the blind where academic 
work leaves off for most sixteen. 

Continuation Courses, vocational and 
non-vocational, which are offered 
those from sixteen twenty. 

Health and Physcal Education, cover- 
ing everything from diet sex educa- 
tion. 

Miscellaneous, which includes co-edu- 
cation, the blind child schools for the 
seeing, secondary schools and the 
university, and the exceptional child, 
retarded and talented. 

Appendices include statistics, statutes, 
regulations, diets, report physical edu- 
cation, and finally the list “witnesses” who 
brought their experiences the committee. 
From America are Dr. Allen and Miss 
Evelyn McKay. 


The Findings 


present adequately the findings would 
call for the reproduction the whole book, 
pregnant with practical counsel and 
statement ideals. addition forceful 
presentation principles, the book does 
“furnish the foreign reader conspectus 
the education the blind this country 
hitherto unobtainable single volume,” 
thereby fulfilling the hope expressed Dr. 
Ritchie his prefatory note. 

While the education the blind goes 
back many years England, was not un- 
til 1885 that the state “took evidence the 
above subject.” The Royal Commission, ap- 
pointed that year recommended the com- 
pulsory education the blind until sixteen 
years age. This duty was not laid upon 
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the school boards until 1893. Now the edu- 
cation the blind function the 
County Councils, who either provide schools 
send children established residential 
schools. 

The English system education clearly 
fixed. Its present difficulty too many 
schools for effective grading and organiza- 
tion. Hence, the committee recommends 
few large residential schools which would 
include: Infant school, ages five seven 
Primary school, ages seven 
Post-primary school, ages eleven 
and Continuation schools, ages sixteen 
twenty, offering specialized musical, aca- 
demic, commercial, and industrial training. 

these schools the committee would of- 
fer education “the art employing ex- 
perience fashion modes feeling, 
thinking, and action that conform the 
highest standards human values.” at- 
tain this goal teachers should draw heavily 
upon all new methods teaching, although 
the warning given lest “they should 
distracted from their deeper concerns the 
pursuit the many novelties that the edu- 
cational world offers.” Despite this warning 
the whole tone the report progressive 
and forward-looking showing the influence 
John Dewey has exercised England. 

hardly necessary examine closely 
the recommendations for Education Va- 
rious Stages except say that there much 
contained therein which American teachers 
may well “read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest.” Especially should noted the plea 
for individual consideration, the stress 
activity, the desirability free-time and 
self-government, the need for emotional ad- 
justment, and the importance socialization. 

The committee’s report co-education 
shows the consequence mixed member- 
ship, but its credit both sides this ques- 
tion are fairly presented. While states 
that the argument regarding inter-marriage 
“is often greatly exaggerated,” does feel 


that schools “should take care that their 
pupils fully realize the implications inter- 
marriage.” The chapter the exceptional 
child and the arguments regarding secondary 
education are worthy full reading even 
though they counter our American 
theory. The reading the chapter braille 
books should make every teacher 
country rejoice and glad. 


Contrasting Principles 


discussing principles let begin with 
the difference implied the last paragraph 
even though reverses the logical order 
consideration. The English educators look 
realistically the fact that most blind boys 
and girls will have earn their living with 
their hands. Hence, why carry academic 
training after sixteen? merit secondary 
youth must exceptional. With every 
child must have high school education even 
labor with him well into the twenties. 
And boy wants college the way 
made easy too frequently, regardless 
intellectual ability, personality opportun- 
ity live like professional man. Certainly 
more English realism this field would 
save many hours frustration America. 

Another field contrast regard 
the .system education. England 
clear cut—five sixteen, school sixteen 
twenty, training; twenty until old age pen- 
sion, sheltered shop! With the goal 
graduation regardless age and after that 
Somewhere else pointed out the 
distinction between the English and Ameri- 
can systems. America look upon blind- 
considered life handicap. Which right? 
Who can tell? 

book like this will help. ought 
“prescribed reading” for every teacher both 
England and America. can learn 
lot from it, and sure that the English 
will find ample opportunity put many 
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its principles into practice. While the report 
sets forth ideals and principles progres- 
sive way, one does not find many new leads 
toward the Promised Land. the consider- 
ation new crafts (always the Solution 
the uninitiated), there lament that they are 
limited, but there are few suggestions for 
new ventures. But all all the in- 
spiring and must the 
members the committee the “wit- 
nesses” who contributed. 
GABRIEL FARRELL 


ADDRESS GUIDEBOOK FOR 
THE BLIND 


pamphlet considerable interest and 
value was recently edited Jacksonville, 
Mrs. Margaret Green Howse 
and Mr. Rodenberg, joint commit- 
tee representing respectively the Illinois Di- 
vision Visitation Adult Blind and the 
School for the Blind. forty- 
five-page booklet Grade (it may 
printed ink), containing the following in- 
formation, valuable every blind person, 


every teacher the blind, and every pur- 
chasing agent for organizations work for 
the blind: 

(a) The addresses, commodities, and 
rates the blind (if any) fifty-five com- 
mercial houses selling materials for hand- 
work sale the blind. 

(b) Thirteen national agencies for the 
blind which have special service articles 
for the blind, such fare concessions, writ- 
ing equipment all kinds, braille paper, 
special tools, games, canes, etc.—listing these 
items, but without prices. 

(c) Eighty magazines for the blind, ink- 
print and braille, published America and 
Great Britain. 

(d) Twenty-seven leading libraries for 
the blind. 

(e) Braille music presses the English- 
speaking countries. 

Two alphabetic indexes are provided— 
one the front, listing items, and one the 
back, listing firms and agencies. The price 
the pamphlet braille fifty cents; five 
dollars per dozen. Orders should sent 
the Illinois School for the Blind. 
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give and bequeath the American Foundation for the Blind, Inc. 
West Sixteenth Street, New York, Y., the sum 


of. 


Dollars 


for the general use said corporation. 


(Signature) 


(Address) 
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Dr. Director Emeritus 
Perkins Institution is, like Dr. 
Burritt, whose biographical sketch pre- 
pared, outstanding leader the educa- 
tion blind children. 


Dr. has been Director 
Perkins Institution since 1931. 


Department for the Blind the New York 
Public Library, and had long been active 
the work the American Library Associa- 
tion Committee Work with the Blind. 


has for thirty years 
been Editor and Manager the Matilda 
Ziegler Magazine for the Blind and prob- 
ably better known the blind people this 
country than any other person. 


the Industrial Home for the Blind Brook- 
lyn, Chairman the Legislative Committee 
the Greater New York Council Agen- 
cies for the Blind. 
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Must actively engaged connected with work for the blind. 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


annum 
Contributing .... 


Announcing: 
New Leathercraft Guild Creation 


“THE CHAMPION” 


braided, genuine calf, ad- 
justable suspender that 
designed primarily meet 
the need the homeworker 


Moderately priced, ready 
for immediate delivery 


Write for literature and prices 


THE LEATHERCRAFT GUILD 
AMERICA 


Colchester, Conn. 


tab.) member the teaching staff 
Perkins Institution, well supervisor 
the WPA project for maps for the blind. 


per annum 
per annum 
per annum 
100 per annum 


member the Foundation 
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